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The Danish Colonization Society

of 1879
By Frederick Hale

The Danish Colonization Society of 1879 (Den danske
Kolonisations-Forening af 1879) is one of several organizations
which historians have generally ignored. An analysis of it,
however, could illuminate further a number of matters pertinent
to the general theme of Scandinavian emigration. Essentially, it
was an association that intended to assist economically deprived
Danes in securing a collective home overseas as well as passage
to it at the least possible expense. The Society was short-lived,
apparently disbanding a little more than a year after coming into
being. Moreover, the only direct evidence of its activity is its
truncated biweekly newspaper, Udvandrings-Tidende (Emigration Times)~ Yet the Society's activity and rhetoric touched on
earlier colonization efforts, the rise of Danish socialism, the role
of emigration agents, projects to prepare prospective emigrants
for their new environment, and other matters of common interest
to students of international migration. In the present article I
shall discuss the background from which the Society emerged, its
activities, and its abrupt demise. By examining more carefully
the limited evidence than has hitherto been done, I shall correct
certain mistakes in the brief consideration of it in Kristian Hvidt's
study of Danish emigration~
It was hardly accidental that the Danish Colonization Society
was founded in the late 1870s. Emigration from Denmark
accelerated somewhat after the Civil War but dropped
precipitously after the depression of 1873 and the attendant
gloomy prospects of employment in the United States became
known in Europe. After a nadir of approximately five years,
though, the number of Danes leaving their homeland began to
rise in accord with the American economy. The curve of emigration continued to ascend until reaching its zenith in 1882. The
Society sought to guide and assist this wave of interest in settling
overseas.
As in other countries, demographic and economic "push"
factors in Denmark complemented the "pull" of North America
and other areas. The population of the kingdom leaped from
approximately 900,000 in 1800 to more than 2,800,000 by the outbreak of World War I. Its area, some 43,000 square kilometers in
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its present borders, proved incapable of supporting this unprecedented increase. An ever-expanding class of landless
peasants had little choice but to drift into the cities in search of
employment. Owing largely to this influx, the population of
Copenhagen swelled from roughly 200,000 in 1870 to nearly half
a million three decades later. The most important provincial
cities, such as Aarhus, Aalborg, and Odense, experienced similar
growth during the same period . Although the industrial revolution transformed the Danish economy and produced a relatively
large urban working class, the manufacturing sector did not have
the capacity to absorb the flow from the countryside. To many
unemployed Danes, therefore, emigration seemed to be the only
escape from poverty. Others remained and sought to improve
their lot by joining the socialist movement, a phenomenon which
drew mixed reactions from the urban poor when the Social
Democratic Party was founded in 1871 . This was the milieu in
which emigration from Denmark peaked and the Danish Colonization Society was founded .
Of course, economic despair did not lead automatically to
emigration . "Pull" factors communicated to Denmark through a
variety of channels that tended to exaggerate them were vital in
galvanizing discontent. Individual social reformers were among
the first to encourage emigration. Rasmus S</>rensen (1799-1865),
for example, a prominent politician and lay preacher, left
Denmark in 1852 and settled in Wisconsin. In a series of short
books published in Copenhagen between 1847 and 1863, he
described the Badger State as a haven for destitute Scandinavians in search of land . S</>rensen also accompanied three groups
of Danes across the Atlantic~ Other sincere reformers, prompted
less by ulterior profit motives than by the vision of upward social
mobility for their indigent countrymen, followed in his wake.
Letters from these early pioneers to friends and relatives in
Denmark were a second " pull" factor. In his analysis of Danish
emigration, Hvidt describes the role of correspondence to and
from immigrants and concludes that " a single one of these
mountains of letters home, if sent to the right place at the right
time, could sent out waves like a stone cast into the water and
cause emigration from that area to increase." 4 To Rasmus
S</>rensen, writing in 1863, the role of these " America letters" also
seemed profound. Not professional advertising, he asserted, but
rather " the scrawl of semi-literate emigrants in letters sent from
America to kin, friends, and acquaintances at home in Europe"
had caused the number of migrants to climb~ S</>rensen's evaluation may be debated, but immigrant correspondence was un-
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questionably a central source of information about the possibility of material betterment in the New World .
Business concerns with a vested interest in increasing emigration also played a key role in guiding those who had decided to
leave Denmark to certain destinations abroad and encouraging
them to use certain forms of transportation . By the 1870s a vast
and expanding network of emigration agents and sub-agents
sprawled across most of Denmark. Representing a host of shipping and railway lines, real estate companies, and various other
firms, each proclaimed the supposedly unlimited opportunities
of the region and the comforts of the means of transportation
that they were promoting. Competition was fierce. The dishonesty of some agents and the propensity of many for irresponsible
exaggeration in their advertising led to widespread public suspicion of them . Indeed, warnings against certain agents and shipping companies became a Leitmotiv in correspondence from
Danes abroad. Governments of individual American states as
well as British colonies and other nations also entered the competition to attract settlers. Wisconsin, Minnesota, and other
states sent emissaries to Scandinavia to recruit Nordic immigrants~ These men were hardly disinterested, but in any case
they were generally more reputable than the representatives of
private firms who were paid on a commission basis. As we shall
see, the Danish Colonization Society of 1879 sought to avoid the
difficulties that emigration agents had gained an unsavory
reputation for causing by dealing directly with foreign governments.
Before turning to the Society, however, it is necessary to
describe briefly an abortive colonization project of the
mid-1870s that sprang from Danish socialism . Inspired by the
Paris Commune, a group of Danes led by Louis Pio (1841-1894)
organized in 1871 a Danish affiliate of the lnternationa.le? The
following year the domineering Pio gained notoriety through his
speeches and publications as a virulent agitator against the
bourgeois establishment. His imprisonment in 1873 retarded the
movement's growth, but in 1875 Pio was paroled and ran unsuccessfully for a seat in the Danish parliament. His personality
and wastefulness cost him support within the party, however,
late in 1876 he accepted a bribe from the Copenhagen police to
emigrate to the United States. In the meantime, Pio and some of
his comrades had begun to consider organizing emigration along
socialist lines in emulation of efforts by British trade unions~
Another leading Danish socialist, Poul Geleff (1842-1928), traveled extensively in the United States in 1876 and upon returning to
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Denmark declared Kansas to be a nearly ideal location for
situating a socialist colony~ Through its newspaper, SocialDemokraten [The Social Democrat], he and Pio vigorously promoted their proposed colony, but the response was minute. In
April, 1877 they and fewer than twenty other Danes arrived in
Ellis County, Kansas and began to build their utopia. The experiment collapsed within two months, however, leaving the disillusioned settlers to their own devices. Its failure soon became
known in Denmark and probably made prospective emigrants
wary of undertaking similar ventures.
Nevertheless, by 15 February 1879 a group of approximately
thirty men, "almost exclusively of modest position," felt sufficiently confident to organize the Danish Colonization Society! 0
Its membership eventually numbered at least 148, although the
exact figure is unknown!' No official register of the rank and file
seems to have survived, so it is impossible to determine precisely
what kind of prospective emigrants the Society attracted. In any
event, its leaders did not stem from the city's Lumpenproletariat.
Most appear to have been artisans or shopkeepers. Those whose
professions were listed in its newspaper in 1879 included a
typographer, a master weaver, a retailer, a cabinet-maker, and an
employee of a shoe factory! 2 Such members would have had little difficulty in paying the initial membership fee of twenty-five
¢,re or the monthly dues of the same amount! 3 At a special
plenary meeting held on 15 August 1879 the Society voted to
raise its dues to forty ¢,re and use the additional revenue to
publish a newspaper, Udvandrings-Tidende, on a biweekly
basis. Members automatically received the new periodical, to
which the general public could subscribe for sixty-six ¢,re per
quarter! 4 It was published at the Society's headquarters on the
ground floor of Peder Hvidtfeldstraede 12 in central
Copenhagen.
The Society trod gingerly in establishing its identity. In a
lengthy editorial printed in the first issue of UdvandringsTidende, N. Petersen, its initial editor, vowed that it would not
become a political forum . This assurance did not prevent him
from asserting, however, that "many have become victims of the
socialist movement without improving the plight of the working
class ." Petersen's disavowal of Pio's movement may have sprung
in part from a desire to prevent readers from associating the
Society with his fiasco in Kansas two years before. Yet the editor
was not blind to the fundamental legitimacy of many of the
socialists' complaints. He noted that unemployment was rampant and the number of Danes on the dole continued to grow.
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The deteriorating economic situation of Denmark, Petersen
perceived, provided the Society with its chief raison d'etre. Since
the state had apparently proven itself incapable of stimulating
full employment and the socialist movement had yielded little
results, emigration was the only feasible solution to the national
crisis. Whether he and his colleagues actually believed that the
Society could foster and assist an exodus large enough to ease
the demographic pressure then crushing the Danish economy is
impossible to say. It seems plausible that they hoped to serve as
an example for other Danes who realized that their chances of
achieving economic self-sufficiency in Europe were close to nil.
Despite the Society's limited membership, modesty did not mark
its leaders' understanding of this undertaking, whose goal
Petersen summarized as "to centralize emigration and guide
men to the establishment of a guaranteed colony for industrious
workers whom the constricted conditions of Denmark attract to
distant areas .... " 15
The Society's constitution stated explicitly how this would be
achieved. After "corresponding with the governments of those
lands to which emigration leads," it would "form a colony in that
country which during investigations and negotiations offers the
most favorable conditions for its establishment and advancement, and thereby give the dispossessed access to employment
and self-sufficiency." 16 Its leaders also hoped to collect enough
money to dispatch " a few knowledgeable, dependable, and
capable men to America or Australia" to negotiate directly with
a government for advantageous terms!'
The Society almost immediately wrote to immigration
departments and other authorities in countries on four continents, although its steering committee did not inform the
members of the extent of its correspondence until January, 1880.
The list it published at that time is impressive in its geographical
scope. Since the United States had been and remained the
destination of most Danish emigrants, that nation naturally
dominated the roll. The Society had contacted the governments
of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Texas, Nebraska, Kansas, Arkansas, Oregon, and Dakota Territory. American railroads also sold
land and occasionally cooperated with immigrant colonization
ventures, so the Society had also corresponded with the Union
Pacific, Kansas Pacific, St. Paul-Minneapolis, Wisconsin Central,
Winona and St. Peter, and St. Paul and Sioux City lines! 8
Moreover, it reported having written to an unidentified "CosmoAmerican Colonization and Improvements Bureau." In Canada,
the Society had contacted the governments of the Dominion and
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the provinces of Manitoba, Ontario, and British Columbia, the
last of which eventually included thousands of Scandinavian immigrant residents. It had also written to immigration officials in
all of the Australian states and the British colonies of Natal and
the Cape of Good Hope in southern Africa. Outside the Englishspeaking world, Argentina and Brazil were also contacted)9 Having cast such a broad net, the Society was no doubt confident
that one or more foreign governments or private concerns would
make an acceptable offer of inexpensive land and subsidized
transportation.
Many of the inquiries received prompt responses which were
conveyed to the members at considerable length in the columns
of Udvandrings-Tidende. Its editor and his colleagues in the
Society's leadership weighed them carefully and sought to sift
the salient facts from the heaps of promotional literature that
arrived at their office. Their reactions provide insight into the
process by which prospective emigrants chose their adopted
homes.
Minnesota, which vigorously recruited Scandinavian settlers
and in 1870 had ranked fourth behind Wisconsin, Illinois, and
Iowa in the number of Danish-born residents with 1910, naturally
captured much of the Society's attention~0 The secretary of its
Immigration Commission, H. H. Young, sent " a rather large collection" of books and other materials not only in Danish and
English but, curiously, in German and French as well. Editor
Petersen commended Young's answer to the Society's inquiry as
" very satisfactory and detailed" and surmised that since the
printed matter had been published by the government of Minnesota it " by and large gives a factual impression of conditions in
that state." He cautioned readers, however, that some of the
material " may be a bit too rosy." 21 In response to specific questions, the secretary assured the Danes that the United States did
not have a military draft during times of peace, music to the ears
of those on the verge of being pressed into the hapless Danish army, which had lost a costly war against Prussia and Austria in
1864. Less accurately, he asserted that " even in times of war
citizens do not have to enter the army, because our system of
recruitment and financial inducements always provides enough
soldiers ... ." In fact, during the Civil War the Enrollment Act of
1863 had required most men between the ages of twenty and
forty-five to register for conscription, regardless of whether they
had acquired citizenship. Immigrants had joined native
Americans in violent " draft riots" that year and often evaded
coerced involvement in the bloody altercation. Young correctly
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informed the Society that there was no state church in America,
where voluntary contributions supported religious institutions.
This was also good news to the Danes, most of whom apparently
had little interest in their national Lutheran church in which nearly all held nominal membership. Indeed, many Danes who encouraged emigration, including the lay preachers Rasmus
S(j)rensen and Mogens Abraham Sommer (1829-1901 ), frequently
cited the absence of public church rates as one of the chief attractions of the United States 22 Young described objectively the
three most reasonable routes to land ownership in Minnesota.
Immigrants could claim homesteads of 160 acres by declaring
their intention to become citizens and paying a nominal fee.
" You could hardly ask for anything better than this," he noted.
Alternatively, they could purchase public domain for $1.25 an
acre or buy land from the railroads at prices ranging from four to
seven dollars an acre payable over five to seven years. The
secretary noted that special concessions were occasionally given
and prudently cautioned the Danes not to purchase land
anywhere before they had exp1ored that possibility. In a
postscript, he added that Minnesota enfranchised foreign nationals who had fulfilled a residence requirement of one year
and declared their intention of becoming citizens of the United
States~3
The materials from the North Star State unquestionably
made a profound impression on the leaders of the Society. Data
about Minnesota and its appropriateness for Nordic newcomers
filled the next three issues of Udvandrings-Tidende. Members of
the Society were informed that forests covered a third of the
state's territory and that even its prairies were interrupted by
trees that farseeing early pioneers had planted. Hence, fuel was
plentiful and wooden houses and other farm buildings could be
erected inexpensively. The materials for a cabin approximately
sixteen feet square cost only forty-five dollars, provided the settler chinked the walls with turf to insulate it. The interior could
be furnished for even less. A team of oxen, a plow, and a wagon
could be had for slightly over $200. By optimistic estimates, a
newcomer could till fifty acres and harvest enough corn to
realize a profit the first year. The editor cautioned that poor
yields or low prices for agricultural commodities could limit income, however, and in fact letters from immigrants subsequently
revealed that such was often the case. For those not interested in
farming, "carpenters, masons, smiths, and painters can .always
count on finding employment" while " in the ranks of the working
class none are more favorably positioned than servant girls."
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Even Minnesota's fearsome winter fared well in UdvandringsTidende. " The winter cold is not constant," wrote its editor naively, " but lasts for only a few days at a time and is interrupted by
frequent warm periods from the middle of January until the middle of February." In addition to the material inducements of this
supposed Nirvana in the Upper Midwest, the Danes could expect
a warm reception there as an ethnic group: " Because of their industriousness, honesty, and vast numbers, Scandinavians are
highly regarded and have been given a large number of positions,
from the highest to the lowest. " 24 Like several of the editor's
other comments about Minnesota, however, this was at most a
half-truth. Nordic immigrants were unquestionably more
welcome than southern and eastern Europeans, both in that state
and elsewhere. Yet their reception was not always harmonious.
In 1885 a young Dane wrote from Minneapolis that " as a matter
of fact our people are not well regarded by the Americans. They
maintain, and I can hardly deny it, that after the Irish the Danes
are the most given to drink and other evils." Of the 1,000 Danes
in the city, he reported, " only four or five have attained a better
standard than that which they could have attained back home ...
." The disillusioned immigrant warned that anyone who followed
in his footsteps " must not shirk at hard work or at being treated
like a dog." 25
The Society did little to publicize the merits of other states,
but its leaders foun\i Canada appealing. Like several other
governments, that of the Dominion actively recruited immigrants
from the Scandinavian countries . It competed directly with the
United States. The Dominion Lands Act of 1872 surpassed the
American Homestead Act by offering new settlers up to 200
acres instead of 160. Its terms were publicized in Copenhagen
during the 1870s~• Moreover, since eastern Canada was closer
than the United States, tickets were cheaper to the northern
country. To accentuate the difference, the Canadian government
temporarily subsidized the fares in an " assisted passage"
scheme. As Hvidt has pointed out, however, Scandinavians occasionally exploited these benefits and simply continued on to the
United States~ 7 Finally, Canada was economically more attractive than the United States for several years after the Panic of
1873 struck the latter country.
The editor of Udvandrings-Tidende delineated at great length
the conditions of the Dominion Lands Act as well as the terms on
which acreages could be claimed or bought in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, British Columbia, and on
Prince Edward Island. He paid special attention to Manitoba,
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where a combination of provIsIons allowed settlers to accumulate large holdings. There the Dominion Lands Act gave
adults 160 acres gratis and an option to buy additional quarter
sections for a dollar an acre. Beyond this, enterprising pioneers
could acquire 640 acres of prairie land by planting trees on at
least eight acres during each of four consecutive years. The
editor seemed especially encouraged by the fact that 1,500
Icelanders had recently formed a colony west of Lake
Winnipeg 28
In response to these heartening signals from North America,
the Society's steering committee wrote to the Canadian Department of Agriculture and expressed its interest in Manitoba. In addition to free homesteads, the Danes requested subsidized transAtlantic passage as well as an appropriation for " beginning
public works projects in the colony, such as roads, bridges, and
the like, on which its first settlers could find employment." The
committee also wrote to various emigration agents in
Copenhagen and asked for free passage to either Quebec or New
York for one or two scouts from the Society who were to select
an appropriate site for the colony~ 9 A Canadian official replied in
late March, 1880 that " no financial assistance will be given in the
form of a loan or purchase of seed ." He did not mention public
improvements but simply warned that immigrants in Manitoba
"should possess sufficient means to begin farming on prairie land
and subsist until the first harvest." 30
While the Society pondered the limits of the Canadian offer,
it received a promising proposal from the Land and Immigration
Board of Natal in southern Africa. That British colony had
already attracted the interest of various groups of Scandinavians.
The first of a series of Norwegian missionary stations was founded in adjacent Zululand in 1850. By the 1860s Nordic immigrants
had begun to trickle in, although the colony did not consistently
encourage new settlement until the Land and Immigration Board
was established in 1878. It might be noted that thirty-one Danes
reportedly left for the nearby Cape Colony that year 3 1 At the end
of the decade Captain Nils Landmark, who had spent several
yea~s sailing Norwegian missionaries to and from Madagascar,
wrote to the Board to inquire about the conditions under which it
would accept and assist Norwegian immigrants~2 The Danish Colonization Society made a similar inquiry in January, 1880. Like
the Norwegians, the Danes were informed that provided a colony
of between twenty-five and fifty families could be mustered,
each household would be sold 100 acres of land for seven shillings and six pence per acre, payable over ten years beginning the
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third year after they arrived in Natal. In addition, the Board promised the Danes free passage from Denmark to the colony, a
lucrative offer which the editor of Udvandrings-Tidende printed
in bold type. The leaders of the Society were cautioned,
however, not to conclude final arrangements to send colonists
until after the Board had approved their list of potential settlers.
The proposal from Natal seemed providential. "The rays of
the African sun have suddenly brought light and warmth to our
hitherto so weak sprout of hope," commented S. Kisum, the second editor of Udvandrings-Tidende. He and his colleagues
assured the Society's members that the first colony would
therefore "probably be formed in Africa" but that a second
would soon be founded in Canada "to give those who are afraid
to join the African colony a freer choice." The steering committee prematurely assured the Land and Immigration Board that
fifty Danish families were ready to sail. Two days later they requested members of the Society who were interested in joining
the first party to Natal to register with them~ 3
Since "conditions in Africa are generally quite unknown in
Denmark and many have a prejudiced view of that continent,"
Kisum vigorously attempted to present a favorable image of
Natal. He also resumed publication of a serial on the Cape Colony which had appeared in the first and third issues of
Udvandrings-Tidende. 34 In the final extant issue of that
periodical, Kisum weighed the merits of the proposals from
Canada and Natal. The North American dominion, he noted, offered land free of charge in several of its provinces. Moreover,
passage to Quebec would cost only five pounds per person. On
the other hand, "the answer from the colonial administration in
Natal is apparently the more advantageous of the two" because
it included a free voyage there from Denmark. Kisum advised
readers against making a final choice before the authorities in
Natal replied to certain questions concerning their willingness to
accept future groups of Danes, flexibility in paying for the
acreages, and related matters~5
Precisely what became of the optimistic scheme to settle
Danes in Natal is unfortunately unknown. It may have fizzled,
possibly owing to an unwillingness to pay for land that could be
claimed in North America. The colony's census of 1891
numbered very few Danish-born residents, none of whom lived in
the Umzimkulu magisterial district where there had been a
Norwegian settlement since 1882:16 Moreover, the records of the
Norwegian church there indicate that between 1882 and 1932
242 of the Norwegian settlers and their descendants had been
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married in the parish, over half of them to non-Norwegians, but
only one to a Dane~7 As late as 1911 Natal had only ninety-six
Danish-born residents, in contrast with 680 from Norway~' At that
time the Union of South Africa, an amalgamation of Natal, the
Cape, the Transvaal, and the Orange Free State created in 1910
after the Anglo-Boer War, included 911 Danes. A decided plurality of them (425) lived in the Transvaal, which had attracted a
large, polyglot immigrant population after gold was discovered
there in the 1880s. 353 of the others resided at the Cape~9 I have
not uncovered any evidence that Danish emigration to southern
Africa can be attributed to colonization ventures .
In addition to disseminating information about possible areas
of settlement, the Society sought to prepare prospective colonists in at least three other ways. The first was by promoting a
sense of social unity among its members. Besides its monthly
meetings, most of which were held in the clubrooms of various
restaurants in Copenhagen, the Society occasionally arranged
gala evenings. One of the first, advertised as an " entertainment
evening and ball," was held on St. Stephen's Day, 1879, at the
Store Ravnsborg Restaurant in the capital. Members were invited
to escort guests, and tickets were sold for one crown per couple,
a price twice as high as the initial membership fee for two people. For their money, they were promised a " large elegant
ballroom, a spacious checkroom, and an outstanding
orchestra." 40 The Colonization Society obviously did not draw its
members from the growing proletariat of Copenhagen. The following
February the Society held its first birthday party in a trade union hall,
however, indicating that it maintained contact with the working class.
The marathon program began with a welcome from the chairman at
eight p .m . and ended nine hours later after singing , dancing, and a
humorous look at American elections~1
At an early date the Society began to offer its members instruction in English. Each issue of Udvandrings-Tidende carried
an excerpt from the Society's Haandbog i Engelsk [English
Manual] which, its editor asserted, introduced that language more
smoothly than any of its competitors on the market. He suggested that readers clip the individual fascicles from the bottom
of Udvandrings-Tidende and bind them together as a booklet to
take along when they emigrated. The Society also advertised
English lessons at its headquarters. For two hours of instruction
weekly, members paid between one and two crowns a month
depending on the number of participants~ 2 The Society's efforts
to impart English through these means indicated the
geographical limits of its serious plans to create colonies abroad .
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Eventually several thousand Danes settled in South America, but
the Society does not appear to have given that continent serious
consideration after initially writing to Brazil and Argentina. Apart
from the apparently short-lived flirt with Natal, its attention was
clearly focused on Canada and the United States.
Finally, the Society sought to assist potential colonists by
raising a " travel fund" which would help to defray the expenses
of emigrating. Through Thorvald Nielsen, a member of the
Danish parliament, it appealed to the government for public
support in April , 1879. The request was denied because the Society had not yet finalized its plans to create a colony overseas~ 3 Its
leaders could not deny that the rejection was a blow to their
plans. They told the other members in November that " the most
difficult part of our task is to raise enough money to cover the
passage for the first group [of emigrants]. .. ." 44 Several measures
were taken to solicit capital, none apparently successful. Dues
were raised from twenty-five to forty ¢,re, a move that may have
backfired. Some of the proceeds from the gala evenings were
channeled into the travel fund . Members were asked to contribute to it voluntarily. In March, 1880 the steering committee
implored those who wished to be included in the first party to
depart for a destination that had not yet been determined to
send whatever they could afford to the headquarters so that it
would be possible to draw up more concrete plans~ 5 There is no
evidence that a significant number responded.
During the spring of 1880, when leaders of the Society expressed with increasing confidence their belief that the first
group could depart as soon as the venue for a colony could be
decided, the Society apparently began to collapse. One early
and persistent symptom of its ills was the refusal of many
members to pay their dues. After warning them repeatedly, the
steering committee invoked a by-law and excised fifty-seven of
them from the rolls in April , 1880. Their membership numbers
were printed in Udvandrings-Tidende~6 Only two were charter
members of the Society, but most had relatively low numbers, indicating that they had been affiliated with it for approximately a
year. It seems plausible that these individuals had grown weary
of the relentless assurances by the steering committee that the
establishment of a colony lay right around the corner and lost
confidence in the Society's ability to help them realize their
dreams. Some, of course, may simply have emigrated independently without cancelling their membership. Even before it
trimmed the deadwood from its ranks, however, the Society's
general financial status had become precarious. Its balance
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sheet for 1879 indicated receipts of 371 crowns and 77 t/,re but expenses of 394 crowns and 93 t/,re. Voluntary contributions during
the fourth quarter prevented the debt from being more than
twice as large~7 No record of the Society's finances for 1880 appears to have survived, but in all likelihood the situation
deteriorated still further that year owing to the unwillingness of
so many members to pay their dues. Publication of UdvandringsTidende had accounted for more than half of the disbursements
in 1879; the reduction in the number of subscribers probably
doomed that semi-monthly. When it ceased publication is
unknown. The backfile at the Royal Library in Copenhagen contains thirteen consecutive issues through that of 15 April 1880.
That final extant number gives no indication that it would be the
last. In any event, the Society played no perceptible role in
Danish emigration history during the mass exodus of the early
1880s. In all probability it simply ceased to exist in 1880 after a
little more than one year of struggle.
The history of the Danish Colonization Society of 1879 per se
should not be exaggerated. Indeed, there is no available
evidence that it sent a single Dane to the United States, Canada,
Natal, or any other destination. Moreover, the influence of its
meetings and publications is impossible to gauge. Yet the Society
merits attention even if only as a short-lived attempt to bypass
emigration agents, negotiate collectively with foreign governments, and prepare prospective emigrants for their adaptation in
the New World. Its brief history reveals something of the complexity of the nineteenth-century Danish exodus that its
historians must take into accoune 1
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